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Welcome to Awana 2011 – 2012
at First Baptist Church in Union – www.fbcunion.org

If you’re new to Awana, that’s great!  We’re glad you’re here.  Be sure to ask any leader if you have questions not answered in this letter.  If you’re returning from last year, welcome back!  Here is some information about club this year.
Time & Place:

Awana will meet each Wednesday evening from 6:15 to 8 p.m. for children ages 3 through 18 from September to April (year-round for 7th grade and older).   Once winter weather begins, the Union School District will indicate whether or not we’re having Awana.  If Union schools are closed, Awana will not meet.
Food & Transportation:

Each Awana night a light meal will be served at no cost from 5:30 to 6 p.m.  Furthermore, if you need transportation to and/or from the Awana club, contact the church office at 636-583-2386 or let the office know on club night.

Communication:
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Find us on Facebook.  Search for First Baptist in Union – Awana Club and “like” us.
            Our club email address is awanaclubfbc@yahoo.com
Check www.fbcunion.org and find information about Awana on our church website.  This                           will include a list of upcoming events as well as a link to our Facebook page.
Club Dues:

We make every effort to keep dues as low as possible, but books, uniforms, and awards do come with a cost.  The church pays a substantial sum of overall club expenses, but we do set dues of $15 per child per year, up to a maximum household expense of $45 annually.  We think you’ll find this amount to be very competitive with dues for other children’s activities.
Note: Dues may be paid in small increments if needed.  Also, please do not keep your children out of Awana if dues are a problem of any kind.  The good news of Jesus Christ is far more important than a few dollars.

Pickup Procedures:

Children will be dismissed from their classrooms on club night.  Parents need to come inside and pick up their children to ensure their safety.  Furthermore, we will shut down traffic between the main church building and the Awana building to further ensure your child’s safety.
(Over, Please)

Giving:

As with last year, our club has adopted an Awana club in India which is in need of financial assistance.  Clubbers are encouraged to bring offerings if they are able.  Last year the class with the greatest offerings per clubber got to throw water balloons at Commander Mike at the end of the year.  We’ll do something similar this year as well.  Also, we have supported the Union Food Pantry in the past and will likely do the same again this year, as well as participating in Operation Christmas Child.
Incentives:

The Awana Store:  For those unfamiliar, each week clubbers will receive 100 points for 1) attending Awana 2) wearing their uniform 3) bringing a Bible 4) bringing their handbook.  That adds up to 400 points per week.  Additionally, if they invite a friend (someone new to the club) they will receive 200 points per visitor the first time that visitor attends.  Then, throughout the year we will have “store nights” where kids can “shop” from a selection of prizes based on their points.  Some may choose to cash in very early but the prize may be small.  Others may accumulate them all year and save for something nicer.  That’s the clubber’s choice.  This is a fun way to encourage the kids to be at club, bring their materials, wear their uniforms, and follow club rules.

Discipline:

We do not permit the consumption of energy drinks or sodas at Awana.  Please do not send your child to club with these beverages.  Further, they will not be permitted to purchase them while at club.  Also, any cell phones or electronic devices that become a classroom disruption will be taken from the child and returned at the end of the evening.  We will employ a three-step system of discipline.  The first offense will involve a verbal warning, the second, a trip to the office with the loss of earned Awana Store points, and a third infraction will result in additional lost points and a phone call to the parent for pickup until the behavior can be rectified.  I ask for your support in this to make the club run smoothly for all.
As always, parents are welcome at Awana.  Feel free to stop by club and spend an entire evening if you’d like.  We are glad your child is part of the Awana club at First Baptist in Union this year and we look forward to a great year of teaching another group of young people about the amazing truths contained in the Bible.  Should you ever have any questions or concerns you may visit with me on any club night or call me personally on my cell phone at 636-667-6994.  I’m looking forward to a great year!

Sincerely,

Mike Furey

Awana Commander, First Baptist Church – Union
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